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I. NEW PRODUCTS 

A. Merit Ultra Lights 

The best 3 mg, 85 mm candidate, the M+199, is currently in National 
POL testing versus Triumph. Preliminary results (37% returns) indicate 
the M+199 is preferred by 0-5, 5-10 and Merit Smokers. In the 10-1:5 mg 
category no preference is indicated. The M+199 has previously tested 
well against Kent III and other 3 mg candidates. Plans call for testing 
the 3 mg, M+199 versus Merit 85 and Kent Golden Lights. 

Cigarettes are currently being made for two multipack tests where 
the M+199 will be compared to three 5 mg candidates and the Merit 85 
in one test and Kent III in the other. The 5 mg candidates consist 
of a B&H Lights-type, a Merit-type and the M+199. The B&H Lights-type 
is currently in POL testing versus Vantage Ultra Lights. Preliminary 
results (31% returns) indicate the B&H Lights-type is preferred by 
5-10 mg and Merit smokers. The Merit-type will also be POL tested 
versus Vantage Ultra Lights as soon as possible. 

In the 100 mm configuration the M+199 is in POL testing at the 5 mg 
tar level versus the Kent III 100. 

The POL multipack study containing a 100 mm M+199 and Trinity W, both 
at 4 mg tar, plus the Kent III 100 and Carlton 100 shows the 100 mm, 

M+199 candidate as being preferred with 0-10 mg smokers. The 10-15 mg smokers 
rated the Carlton 100 as being less preferred than the other cigarettes. 

Among Carlton smokers the M+199 candidate is preferred over the Kent III 100, 
Carlton 100 and Trinity W 100. 


A .100 mm multipack study with experimental M+199, Trinity W. M+83E and M+11B 
cigarettes, all at 5 mg tar, versus the Kent 100 is also in the field. 

Results are expected in mid-May. 

B.. Reduced CO Marl boro 

The objective in this program is to maintain equal tar delivery to 
the regular Marlboro while reducing the CO delivery 25-30%. A special 
low efficiency, high RTD tow item from Celanese has been tested on a 
Marlboro cigarette with increased dilution to achieve the objective. 

A cigarette with this special tow has been developed and has tested 
favorable on VP and POL against a Marlboro control. We plan to rerun 
a POL test of the reduced CO Marlboro candidate versus Marlboro 85 due 
to cooling notes observed in the first POL. 
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Models have also been made to compare cigarettes with the low 
efficiency, high RTD tow versus more conventional tow items. The 
special Celanese filter appears to give a higher tar delivery but 
Tower RTD than the other models. 

C. Project Mild 

Our objective in this program is to develop an alternate to Merit 
in the 7-9 mg tar range that has flavor with mildness. Initial models 
have been made for in-house evaluation and include blends with various 
levels of burley leaf and the Marlboro blend with modified flavors. 
Internal screening will be conducted and additional models made. 

Consumer testing versus Merit and Kent Golden Lights will be conducted 
by the 3rd or 4th quarter, 1980.. 

D. Polypropylene Filter Material 

Several bales of polypropylene tow have been received from Hercules 
and evaluated on the Eastman miniature plugmaker. Compared to CA filters 
of the same pressure drop, we are not equal in filter efficiency. Main¬ 
taining an acceptable filter firmness at a reasonable RTD is also a 
problem. However, a cost advantage with polypropylene versus CA fiber 
does exist and warrants continuing the evaluation of the polypropylene 
as a filter material. Discussions are being held with Hercules 
personnel to arrive at acceptable solutions to the filter efficiency 
and firmness problems with this new tow. 

II. SMOKER SIMULATOR 
A. Basic Studies 


A Simulator study has been initiated on the investigation of the 
effect of high dilution (50+%) upon smoker parameters and deliveries. 

i 

B. “ Product Studies 


A smoker response study is in progress on selected 5 mg B&H Lights- 
type and Merit-type candidates versus Merit and Vantage Ultra Lights. In 
addition, a study of a 3 mg M+199 candidate versus Kent III, Triumph, and 
Merit 85 has been partially completed through the preparation of Simulator 
Command tapes. 



Paul N. Gauvin 




/ksj 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/jmjmOOOO 


2022187138 







